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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices 


COTTON  IE  THE  KITCHEN 

Scientists,  ever  on  the  lookout  for  new  ways  of  using  and  improving  things  in 

alD-undance,  have  not  "been  neglecting  cotton  —  the  least  expensive  of  the  Ajnerican- 

grown  textile  filDers.    According  to  »  ' 

(Name)  (Title) 

 ;  cotton  is  now  more  suitable  than  ever  for  many  kitchen 

(Institution) 

uses,  thanks  to  recent  developments  in  shrinkage  control,  color  permanence,  even 
fireproof ing  of  fahrics. 

With  kitohen  temperatures  "bordering  on  the  torrid  these  late  siimmer  days, 
probably  the  coolness  of  cotton  in  clothing  is  its  most  appreciated  virtue.    But  the 
year-roimd,  washable  cotton  dresses,  comfortably  and  neatly  cut,  are  the  appropriate 
kitchen  costume.    Cotton  curtains  hang  at  the  windows  and  much  in  evidence  are  cotton 
dish  and  hand  towels. 

To  avoid  common  laundry  tragedies  such  as  dresses  and  curtains  that  fade  and 

shrink,   ^   gives  some  buying  sijggestions  from  the  Federal 

(Name) 

Bureau  of  Home  Economics, 

When  buying  cottons,  look  for  and  ask  for  information  about  shrinkage  and 
colorfastness.     Since  these  qualities  cannot  be  Judged  simply  by  looking  at  the  mate- 
rial, many  manufacturers  axe  testing  their  materials  and  putting  such  data  on 
labels.    Or,  on  yard  goods,  it  may  be  revealed  by  the  fine  print  on  the  bolt  end. 
On  curtain  materials,  especially  those  for  draperies,  such  information  is  sometimes 
stamped  on  the  selvage  of  the  goods  itself. 

A  guarajitee  of  colorfastness  should  state  exactly  to  what  the  color  is  fast. 
Curtain  material  should  be  colorfast  to  light  and  washing.    Cotton  house  dresses 

(More) 
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should,  in  addition,  be  colorfast  to  perspiration.    Guarantees  of  shrinkage  that 
are  nost  dependable  tell  how  mch  the  dress  or  material  will  shrink  in  terms  of  per- 
centage.   A  "residoial  shrinkage"  of  not  over  1  or  2  percent  will  not  alter  fit 
enotigh  to  worry  about. 

One  of  the  modern  developments  in  cotton  is  the  inrprovement  of  the  common 
dish  towel.    Manufacturers  have  foujid  a  way  to  treat  cotton  towels  so  that  they 
absorb  water  better — leave  no  lint  on  glass  or  china.    By  this  treatment,  they've 
toYorcome  the  two  main  objections  that  some  homemakers  had  to  cotton  for  toweling* 
.Generally  the  finer  and  softer  the  cloth,  the  easier  and  more  quickly  it  will  dry 
dishes. 
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